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districts, or that the two districts are the same kingdom under
different names. That the latter was actually the case, I will
now endeavour to show.

In one of the Buddhist legends, quoted by Burnouf,1
Buddha proceeds with Ananda to the Ch&p&la stupa, and
seating himself under a tree, thus addresses his disciple :
"How beautiful, 0 Ananda, is the city of Vais&lit the land of
tLc Vrijis/' etc. In the time of Buddha, and for many
centuries afterwards, the people of Vaisali were called
Lichhavis ; and in the Trikandasesha, the names of LiMavi,
Vaideha, and Tirabhukti, are given as synonymous. Vaideha is
well known to the readers ,of the Rimayana as a common name
of Mithila, the country of Raja Janaka, whose daughter Sita
is also named Vatidehi. Tirabhukti is the present TirakuK, or
Tirhut. Now, the modern town of Janakpur, in the Mithari
district, is acknowledged by the universal consent of the
natives of the country, to be the same place as the ancient
Janakpur, the capital of Mithila. It also corresponds exactly
with the position assigned by Hwen Thsang to Chen-shtt-na,
the capital of Vriji. M. Vivien de Saint-Martin reads the
Chinese name as Che-thurna% but M. Stanislas Julien renders it
by Chha-su-na, and' points out that the second character is found
in Sukra, and I may add also in Sudra, The correct rendering
of the name is doubtful; but if the bearing and distance
recorded by the Chinese pilgrims are correct, it is almost
certain that the capital of Vriji in the seventh century must
have been at Janakpur.

Hwen Thsang gives the name of the country in its Sanskrit
form, as Fo-K~$hi, or Vriji ^yi it is also stated that the people
of the north called the 'country San-fa-ski, or Samwji? which is
the Pali form of Samvriji, or the "United Vrijis." From this
name, I infer that the Vrijis were a large tribe which was divided
into several branches, namely the Lichhavis of Vaisili, the
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